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What first drew you to the Mission's work? 
We really wanted to start being faithful to our commitment to the Lord and 
to tithe. Praying about it one day, I asked God where He wants me to put 
that money, and it just became clear; we've got to get involved with the 
Rescue Mission. And so we started donating money. It wasn't long after that 
somebody said, "Do you want to come serve a meal with 
us?” And we just kind of kept going from there. It grew into 
this really cool relationship to where we realize we are a 
part of something big. 
What inspired you to donate your vehicle to 
the Mission instead of selling or trading it in? 
When my wife and I were younger, we had a very rocky 
start to our marriage. I wasn't stepping up to do my part. 

During that time, I had our car and she was living in a shelter for a couple 
of weeks. It was there that they gave her a donated car. That was a huge 
gesture; it got her through a really hard time. Since then, I've had daydreams 
that every time we replace a car, instead of auctioning it off, we’d donate it to 
the Mission. Well, here we are. God has given us enough that we can buy a 

car without debt, so we donated our old car.  
What would you say to someone who is 
considering donating a vehicle?
The value you get out of this treasure in heaven is worth 
more than you're going to get out of a dealership. The 
impact it can have on people's lives is a big deal. If you've 
got a car that's sitting there collecting dust, you can either 
get a discount on a new car or enrich somebody's life. One 
is just infinitely more valuable.

Jason and Mandy have supported the Mission since 2012 as faithful 
volunteers and donors. Most recently, they donated a vehicle, 
hoping to make a lasting impact on someone's journey toward 
stability. Jason & Mandy Smith  

Many years ago, pastor Mike Breaux 
wrote a book titled Making Ripples. 

This book had a tremendous impact 
on my life. He uses the visual of doing a 

cannonball when jumping into a pool. The 
ripples keep going, back and forth; they are unstoppable, and 
they last well beyond the initial splash of the cannonball.  

Breaux writes, “Deep down, I think all of us sense God 
put us on this planet to do something significant—to touch 
someone's life, to do some good." Again and again, he's seen 
the cannonball approach make that happen. "Water goes 
flying everywhere! The ripples go out, hit the side, and come 
back in...they just keep going and going, long after you made 
your initial splash." 

In this newsletter you will see the impact of ripples and each 
of us doing something significant to touch someone’s life. 
When you donate a car to DRM or donate money or volunteer, 
you are doing a cannonball into the pool. You are making 
ripples that will go on and on. You are touching someone’s 
life and doing good.  

Think about the ripples when someone donates a car. A 
graduate of one of our programs gets that car and now they 

are able to get to work. Ripples. They may reunite with their 
family. Ripples. They can drive to a church of their choosing. 
Ripples. They have dignity and some more control over their 
lives. Ripples. The same impact happens when you donate 
money or volunteer. 

Every monetary donation matters. Every car donation 
matters. Every hour of volunteerism matters. They are 
cannonball splashes that create ripples far beyond what 
we can imagine.  
I want to thank you for supporting our ministry. We simply 
could not do this work without you. Thank you for making 
ripples. Many years ago, a Christian musician wrote a song 
called "Thank You." Some of the lyrics include, "Thank you for 
giving to the Lord. I am a life that was changed."   

Thank you for making ripples and giving to the Lord so lives 
can be changed. 

Grace and peace,

ear Friends,
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Dennis Van Kampen     President/CEO

“I THINK WE TAKE FOR 
GRANTED HOW MUCH 

FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE 
REGULAR TRANSPORTATION 

GIVES US.”



The road to stability looks different for everyone. For 
many graduates of the Mission’s programs, reliable 
transportation provides the freedom, opportunity and 
confidence to keep moving forward.

THE ROAD TO 
STABILITY 



A car is something many of us rely on every day—to get to work or school, visit loved ones and 
go to appointments. But for someone rebuilding after homelessness, reliable transportation can be 
the difference between keeping a job or losing one, reconnecting with family or remaining isolated 
and finding affordable housing or being limited by transportation. 

Many people who receive donated vehicles through the Mission are graduates of the New Life 
Program, a long-term recovery program that helps men overcome addiction, rebuild relationships 
and establish stable, independent lives. 

"This has a massive impact on the success of our graduates, because it takes a lot of trouble off 
their plate,” said Eddie Culpepper, Senior Fleet Mechanic, who inspects, repairs and preps the 
donated vehicles. “I get to see it every time we give a car. I get to look at their faces—all smiling and 
happy—that's why I do what I do.” 

THE ROAD HOME 
Vince 
2023 New Life Program Graduate
 

“Having reliable transportation made a huge difference for me. 
I was able to look into housing farther away than I would have 
considered, because I had a reliable means to get to work every 
day. This has saved me money on housing costs and ultimately led 
me to buy the house that I now own. 

Having a vehicle has also helped me maintain a more active and 
healthier lifestyle outside of work. I'm able to go to the mountains 
or head out of town as I want or need, to go on a hike or just visit 
friends.  

Since I graduated from the program, the vehicle took me to 
Tucson twice to visit my grandmother and family out there. I 
haven't been late to work once, which would be a much more 
difficult feat if I were using public transportation. I was able to use 
the car to help me move out of my apartment and into my house.  

I have since regifted the vehicle to my fiancée's 18-year-old nephew, 
who is using it to get to and from work.  

All-in-all, this vehicle helped not only me, but also my family. I am 
incredibly grateful that someone was willing to donate their vehicle 
to DRM, and for all the fruit that came from it.” 



THE ROAD 
BACK TO 
FAMILY 
Sean 
2026 New Life Program 
Graduate 
 

“Before the Mission I was 
an off-and-on meth addict. 
I didn't know where to 
turn, and a friend of my 
daughter's gave me the 
Lawrence Street address. 
I heard about the New Life 
Program, and I decided to 
give it a chance. It was the 
best thing I ever did because 
it not only gave me my life 
back, it gave me healing in a 
different way than I ever had.  
 
I thought I would never 
talk to my kids or see my 
grandkids again. They've 
seen me dedicate myself to 
being sober—I am able and 
fortunate enough to be back 

in my daughters’ lives and 
my grandchildren's lives. 
When I saw my family again 
for the first time, it made my 
heart melt. It was the best 
thing in the world.  
 
Now, work is going great, 
and I rent out a basement 
and my landlord is amazing. 
Without the Rescue Mission 
being there, I wouldn't be 
where I'm at now. It gave me 
a different path to choose 
from instead of the street. 
 
The last time I had my own 
vehicle was over 10 years 
ago. I’m looking forward 
to being able to go places 
I want to go and to the 
freedom. 
 
For somebody just to give 
their car up for me to receive 
it, I can't describe it. I wrote 
a thank you note for the 
person who donated the 
vehicle, but I couldn't thank 
them enough. 

FROM HIS FAMILY 

“He has a job that he likes, 
has a new place and he's 
doing really well for himself. 
He's actually getting to 
know my kids. He's working 
harder for his goals. He's 
trying, and that's what really 
matters.” 
- Vanessa, Sean’s Daughter 
 
“I knew him before the drugs 
and afterwards, and I got to 
say, I'm pretty proud of him. 
I see him really trying. I'm 
seeing him open up with 
the kids. I raised them as a 
single mom for a while, and 
I think he's realizing how 
much he actually missed 
and that has motivated him 
to continue to strive to do 
better. It’s not too often for 
someone to say that about 
their ex, but I'm actually 
pretty proud of him.” 
- Roberta, Sean’s Ex-Wife 

HELP PEOPLE LIKE VINCE 
AND SEAN FIND A NEW ROAD 

AHEAD. DONATE TODAY AT 
DENVERRESCUEMISSION.ORG/

CHANGINGLIVES

Scan to Give! 

Sean's daughters, son-in-law and grandchildren
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Our Core Strategies

emergency services

transitional programsRecovery

Meeting the needs of the most vulnerable

Equipping men through a life-changing program Transitioning people into stability

Prevention

Helping stop homelessness before it starts

Bench 
CONVERSATIONS ON A 

World Homeless Day  
October 8-9 

Nationwide event, including Dennis Van Kampen, 
DRM President/CEO | Tune in 

We accept cars, trucks or other donated vehicles in any condition. We’ll fix them 
up and either give them directly to graduates of our recovery or transitional 

housing programs or sell them to support Mission programs and services.
  

262 VEHICLES DONATED 
48 VEHICLES GIFTED 
 Numbers reflect the fiscal year 2025-26

11 Fill out Get Started form at
DenverRescueMission.org/Vehicle

RECEIVE   REPAIR   REGIFTRECEIVE   REPAIR   REGIFT

22 We pick up your vehicle! 33 Receive our thanks and 
your tax receipt


