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Dean Friend

“We're so grateful to the Lord, and we
thank Him every single day.” These
are some of the words you will read
in this newsletter from one of our
New Life Program graduates, Charlie,

and his wife. These words and Charlie’s

story impacted me, and they caused me to

think. | am grateful to the Lord, of course, but do | thank
Him every day?

If I am honest, too many times | look at the world around
us and thankfulness is not what comes to mind. What
does is discontent, anger, hopelessness, and sometimes
even fear. Yet, God calls us to be grateful. Scripture in
1 Thessalonians 5 tells us we must, “Rejoice always, pray
continually, give thanks in all circumstances...” Always. All.
| like that the verse does not ask us to be thankful FOR
all things but rather in all things. | have found that when
| focus on being grateful, something changes. The world
is not as dark. In another scripture passage, Philippians 4,
we are told not to become anxious about anything, but
rather through prayer, with thanksgiving, present our
requests to God, and then God will give us a peace that
passes all understanding.

Maybe the thing we can learn from Charlie is to be
grateful and to thank God every single day, not only
during the Thanksgiving holiday season.

One of the things | am grateful for is our donors. We could
not do this without you. Life transformation like Charlie's
would not be possible without you! You are an important
part of our ministry. If I am honest, | feel anxious about the
rising costs of our work and the ability of donors to help us
meet those rising needs. But | am committing those things
to God and asking for that peace and provision He offers.

There is one more verse | would like to share with you. This
verse illustrates how we feel about you:

Philippians 1:3-6, “I thank my God every time | remember
you. In all my prayers for all of you, | always pray with joy
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first
day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day

of Christ Jesus.”
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Grace and peace,
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Dean, Principal/Founder of Project Resources Group (PRG),

has been supporting the Mission for more than 10 years.

Pictured: Dean (far right), with his team from PRG, helping pack boxes at the

Mission for our “Thanksgiving Banquet In-a-Box" event.

Why is itimportant to PRG to give back to those in need,
particularly during Thanksgiving?

We like to give back to, outreach and uplift the community whether through
volunteering or financially. | just think that it's a special time for Americans,
in terms of getting together with family and giving thanks for what they
have. And so, if there are families that need food or a meal, then we are
going to help, even in any small way.

Do you have a favorite memory from your time packing
Thanksgiving boxes?

We look at it almost as a competition because we always like to outdo the
year before as far as how many boxes we create. We just make it a fun
event for us and it's a great team building exercise for us too. We have
new team members every year, so that's always fun to get them excited
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about it. At the end of the day, we usually go to lunch and that's when we
reflect on, “Think about it, we made an impact on 700 or 800 families that
just didn't have the funds this year, or are struggling.” And there's a good
feeling about that and we love the impact.

Why do you think it's important for leaders like yourself
to take time to serve others?

Everybody can contribute and volunteer; there's no real hierarchy
when you're doing something for the community. | think that is a good
demonstration to others to say, “Well, if they can do it, why can't 1?” It's
an equalizer, versus, “Well, they're a leader, they don't have time or the
interest to do that.” I look at it completely the opposite, where it's like, “No,
| want to go out and help out where I can.”



t his lowest moment, Charlie
walked into the Mission's
Lawrence Street Shelter as a

final beacon of hope, not knowing that
the answer was glowing right in front of
him: “Jesus Saves.”

“[The chaplain] brought me in and asked
me why | wanted to be there. I told him
| just lost the ability to control my life,”
Charlie recalled. Shortly after, he was

given a Bible of his own and wrote in it Charlie has known his wife, Maryann, since he was

a teenager, and their on-and-off relationship led
“July 18, 2012 — Today saved my life.”  them to each experience bouts of homelessness

: : . . both together and separately.
For five months prior, Charlie was living on the J P y

streets, but for most of his life he struggled with ~ ““I get the best version of Charlie

drug and alcohol addiction. His everyday habit because | knew him before when we were 14,"

bled over into his ability to hold a job and maintain ~ Maryann shared. “Then we grew up, married other

healthy relationships. “I was just broken, couldn't people and he found me again through my sister.

find a way out,” he said. So, I've seen past versions of him, and wow, | get
the best Charlie now.”



Charlie describes his transformation as
“going from hopeless to hope.”
While he had received meals at the Mission
before, the real change in him began when
he decided to walk through the front doors
and ask for help. That one choice led him
to join the Mission’s New Life Program at
The Crossing, from which he graduated two
years later.

“| got to know Jesus better there because

they had Bible studies, and we had group
meetings to talk about our lives and pray,” he
said. “It just brought the whole spirit of God into
my life, being there around other people who had
the same attitude.”

Charlie also found friends and community with the
other men in the program, something he hadn't
experienced in a long time. “The camaraderie and
going through the phases together of getting your
life back to where it needed to be—you could all
lean on each other,” he said.

As Charlie looks back on his life—from walking

into the Mission with nothing but the clothes on his
back, to now being sober 13 years and owning his
own home for five—he is beyond grateful. “This is
what God's grace has done for us,” he said. “You
have the security of being home—this is my home.”

“We're so grateful to the Lord, and we thank Him
every single day,” Maryann added. “We now read
the Bible and pray with each other. We have
friends, and they came through a church, and we
prayed for that church too. It has just grown both
of our walks with the Lord.”



Charlie still drives the car he
received through the Mission’s
vehicle donation program when
he graduated from the New
Life Program. And he is still
working the same job he had
when he was at the Mission,
doing interior and exterior boat
work. "l was in the Mission
when | got the job but they
supported me through it,” he
said. “When we bought the
home, [my company] even
gave me a special bonus so
I'd have enough money for a
down payment."

Not only that, but Maryann
added that, “[one of his
coworkers] saw how far
Charlie has come and heard
his story, and now she gives
to Jesus Saves (Denver
Rescue Mission) every month
out of her personal pocket.”

For once in his life, Charlie is
grateful to have stability. After
living years of inconsistency, he
has enjoyed living a “normal”
life and that's what he continues
to look forward to for the rest of
his life. “The plan for the future
is to just be and to further in

the Lord and get to know Him

better,” he said. the Mission’s help, he tells them,

across anyone who could use It'll change your life.”
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This Thanksgiving,
help people like Charlie find faith,
hope and a forever home at

DenverRescueMission.org/ChangingLives
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While Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on what
we are currently thankful for, Charlie’s story is
proof that gratitude doesn't need a season. Our
Gratitude Tree reflects how the support you give
year-round creates lasting change!
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