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REFLECTING ON 130 YEARS
MEE T GRE AT- GR A NDSON OF HISTORIC A L MISSION FIGURE: JIM GOO DHE A RT
THE CROSS TH AT CONTINUES TO BE A SIGN OF HOPE

LET TER FROM OUR CEO

Dear Friends,
In this month’s newsletter we are looking back at
the last 130 years and at former Superintendent
Jim Goodheart in particular. For Denver Rescue
Mission to be able to serve the poor and needy
in this community for 130 years has been a great
honor and a blessing. We are here because of
God’s provision and because of this generous and
compassionate community that believes no one
should go hungry or have to sleep outside.
I am reminded that the Mission came from humble
beginnings as it was started in 1892 when two
ladies from Galilee Baptist Church started taking
prostitutes into their home to try and help them.
Things went so well that they soon rented a large
room on Market Street, and the Market Street
Rescue Mission was opened!
Denver Rescue Mission has grown into an
organization that operates out of nine different
locations, providing more than 800,000 meals
and 300,000 nights of shelter a year. Our goal
continues to be not just providing food and shelter,
but through the power of Jesus Christ, helping
people experiencing homelessness become
productive, self-sufficient citizens.

Join Our Goodheart Society
Want to leave a
meaningful legacy
like Jim Goodheart?

Include the Mission in your legacy/estate plans and become a
member of our Goodheart Society. To learn more about legacy
giving visit DenverRescueMission.org/LegacyGiving.

Your Support Brings Smiles!

We will never take for granted those saints who
came before us and made Denver Rescue Mission
what it is today. This rich legacy of commitment
gives us the courage and strength to move forward
as the times and events may change, and we must
adapt to meet these conditions. But the one thing
that remains the same is that Jesus Christ is at
the center of all we do. He is the same yesterday,
today and tomorrow. We want Jesus at the center
of all our work for years to come.
Recently I came across this quote that says, “We
need to be willing to do work that never ends.”
This is who we believe we are at Denver Rescue
Mission—people who trust in God and do His
work that never ends.
Thanks for joining us in this journey!
God Bless,

Brad Meuli
President/CEO

Amazon Smile allows you to support the Mission with
each of your purchases at no additional cost. You get
the same prices, products and shopping experience,
and the Mission receives 0.5 percent as a donation on
eligible purchases.
Shop Smile.Amazon.com and select
Denver Rescue Mission as your charity of choice!

A Beacon of Hope: JESUS SAVES
The famous ‘Jesus Saves’ sign that hangs
on the corner of our Lawrence Street
Shelter has been a recognizable feature
of Denver Rescue Mission for decades.
The cross has stood as a symbol of
hope and light in the darkness for many
individuals experiencing homelessness.

“One landmark, and I believe the more important one, still shines forth…
and it’s the Denver Rescue Mission’s trademark—the neon-lighted cross
that says it all—Jesus Saves. These two eternally important words that
portray the ministry of our Mission are well known. I have received mail
just addressed to the Jesus Saves Mission without any street or number."
–Reverend Leroy Bradrick, former Denver Rescue Mission director, in May 1983

REFLECTING ON 130 YEARS
Denver. “Jim saw everybody as equal,” Tim said. “It wasn’t ‘these
poor homeless,’ rather, ‘I'm one of them; they’re me.’ That’s one
of the beauties of his life, that he treated everybody as an equal.”
Jim’s wife, Ada, was also an instrumental person to the Mission
during Jim’s time as superintendent. Through constant prayer and
playing a pump organ out on the street, she helped encourage
many people to come to the Mission.
“My great-grandmother was such a prayer warrior. She really was
the heart of the ministry,” Tim said. “I have her Bible with tons
of notes in it, reminding Jim to do something or with a good idea
for him to speak about. It’s easy to focus on Jim because he was
the figurehead in all of this, but I know that Ada was the power
behind it.”

The legacy of Jim Goodheart—former
superintendent of what used to be called
Sunshine Rescue Mission—has been passed
down by many, including his great-grandson,
Tim Browne. Through research for his new novel
based on Jim’s life, Larimer Street, Tim learned
more about his personal history and shared
knowledge with us on his great-grandfather’s
impactful legacy.

When Jim Goodheart came into what used to be called Living

Waters Mission in 1907, his life changed. He came in seeking help
with his struggle with alcoholism and ended up finding faith, hope
and redemption.
In 1909, Jim became superintendent and renamed it Sunshine
Rescue Mission. One of his significant impacts on the Mission
was bringing it out of debt through efforts such as starting the
Sunshine Messenger—a newsletter consisting of stories from
people staying at the Mission, advertisements for local businesses,
notes from Jim’s sermons, and financial updates.
Because Jim struggled with addiction like many others on the
streets, he cared deeply about those experiencing homelessness in

Throughout his leadership at the Mission, Jim was also a chaplain
for jails in Denver as well as served as a chaplain for the 96th
Aerial Bombardment Squadron in World War I. But after coming
back from the war, alcoholism and depression crept back up
on Jim. He struggled to continue running the Sunshine Rescue
Mission, which led him to stepping down as superintendent.
Jim’s story is one that does not lack challenges, but it is inspiring,
nonetheless. “Jim’s story represents the story of all of us; we've
all gone through hardships in our lives, whether health problems,
financial problems or addiction,” Tim said. “His story is a perfect
example of how messy [life] is, how beautiful it is and how
redeemed it is.”
Even after leaving the Mission, Jim continued to hold strong onto
his faith, as that was the most important thing in his life. “Even
though he went through some really hard things, he really did find
peace,” Tim said. “He found his identity in God…not the Mission,
not family or this or that…and that's what he held on to through
everything.”
Jim’s legacy continues today through our 130th year of service and
through generations of his family, like Tim, passing on the story of
his life. Although Tim never got to meet his great-grandfather, he
feels deeply grateful for the life Jim led.
“[If I met him], I would just say thank you for your life, and not
only what [you] did for the Mission,” Tim said. “I think his life just
represents God's goodness and moving all of us toward Him.”

Changing Lives Through the Years
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Lawrence Street Shelter is our longest-owned building
(And our oldest, as it was built in the late 1800s!)
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Gary & Mary Armstrong are some of our longest-serving
donors and volunteers amongst thousands of supporters
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First Harvest Farm Logo:
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Lisette Williams is our longest-serving employee
Boyer’s Coffee is one of our oldest community business partners
Easter Banquet is our longest-running event

Larimer Street is now available on Amazon in paperback, hardback and eBook and on Audible with an
audio version. For more information, visit
AuthorTimothyBrowne.com/Books/Larimer-Street/.

A collection of photos, books and letters that Tim
used as reference in writing Larimer Street

Jim and Ada around 1922

Your faithful support has allowed us to serve some of the most vulnerable members
of our community for 130 years. Help us continue changing lives in the name of
Christ for years to come. Give today at DenverRescueMission.org/ChangingLives.

THE MISSION

our Core Strategies
emergency services
REHABILITATION

Douglass & Jason
Barrow
Brothers Douglass and Jason Barrow have owned
and operated Boyer’s Coffee since 2015. With
Douglass, roastmaster, and Jason, president,
utilizing their past corporate experiences and their
passion for great coffee, Boyer's Coffee continues to
be the largest family-owned Colorado coffee roastery.
What initially drew Boyer’s Coffee to supporting Denver Rescue Mission?
Boyer’s Coffee was founded in 1965 by Bill Boyer, who started supporting the Mission more than 30
years ago. For us, our dad instilled service into our everyday lives growing up, so we’ve continued
this as we’ve grown our business and engrained it into our practices. Our dad used to volunteer at a
local homeless shelter where we grew up, and he invited us to go with him to help. We would spend
the night at the shelter, doing several loads of laundry and preparing breakfast for the next morning.
Those experiences left a big impression on our desire to help those in need.
You’ve developed a close relationship with our staff member, Lisette Williams, who has
also been with us for 30 years. What has it meant to you to connect so closely with her?
We love Lisette and her dedication to the cause. Seeing her dedication to the community is inspiring.
She cares on a deep level for everyone and is so giving with her time and empathy. Everyone is equal
in Lisette’s eyes, and it shines through. Every conversation with her leaves me feeling more positive
and appreciative every single time! She is an angel.
What is your favorite part about supporting the Mission?
It keeps our company grounded and involves us in the community. Knowing that some of the
Mission’s daily consumable coffee costs are covered through our donations, and that we can
provide a warm and comforting cup of coffee gives us great joy. And since we’ve begun with the
Mission, we’ve seen great progress with transitional programs that help individuals and families
gain positivity in our community. There have been more safe places for families to live, which is
amazing to see.

The Mission is now accepting donations of cryptocurrency
through a secure online platform called Engiven. Find out more at
DenverRescueMission.org/cryptocurrency

DENVER RESCUE MISSION
IS A PROUD MEMBER OF:

transitional programs
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Locations
Lawrence Street Community Center:
Meals, restrooms, showers, laundry, clean
drinking water, and access to Mission staff for
encouragement and guidance
Lawrence Street Shelter: 24/7 shelter for men
and chapel
Holly Center: Overnight shelter for men
assigned weekly and lockers for storage
The Crossing: Transitional program for
families and rehabilitation program for men
Harvest Farm: Rural rehabilitation program
near Fort Collins
Fort Collins Rescue Mission: Meals, shelter
and access to resources and services
Ministry Outreach Center: Central warehouse
facility including food, clothing and
furniture distribution
Administration & Education: Entry point for
Mission transitional programs and home to the
Mission’s administrative and development staff
48th Avenue Center: 24/7 shelter for men,
operated in partnership with the City of Denver

Send your questions and comments to
Newsletter@DenRescue.org.
P.O. Box 5164 | Denver, CO 80217 | 303.297.1815

