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LETTER FROM OUR CEO
Dear Friends,  

Gratitude. That is the word that comes to mind  
when I realize Denver Rescue Mission is  
celebrating 130 years of ministry. Gratitude 
to God for guiding us as we seek to do His will 
at the Mission, to serve the poor and needy. 
Gratefulness to this generous community that 
willingly shares its resources with us and funds 
this work. Thankfulness for our resilient and 
courageous staff who do whatever is needed to 
serve those who come to us for help. Our staff 
and volunteers model the love of Jesus and His 
grace as they seek to change lives. 

But it is not just our current staff we all appreciate; 
we often say, “we stand on the shoulders of those 
who came before us.” 130 years is a long time 
for a ministry like ours to be around, and I am 
grateful and humbled to be able to lead this 
organization as we celebrate 130 Years of Impact.  

This last year, and several months of the previous 
year, have been some of the toughest months we 
have ever experienced because of the pandemic. 
Despite the challenges we have faced, God has 
provided an opportunity to “step up to the 
plate,” to be the light of Jesus in a world that 
has been dark and to help people who have not 
known where to go for support.  

While we have been working and fighting harder 
than perhaps ever before, our generous donors 
have empowered us financially in ways we 
could have never imagined. You recognize how 
important this work is and have helped to make 
the following projects possible:

- Renovation of our 100+ year old building,  
our flagship, the Lawrence Street Shelter.

- Opening of a 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,  
451 bed shelter, the 48th Avenue Center. 

- Executing a 24/7 sheltering process at Fort   
Collins Rescue Mission.

- Renovation of a section of The Crossing, which 
houses our New Life Program participants, after a 
fire suppression pipe burst during cold weather in 
February 2021. 

- Purchase of a new parking lot next to our 
Lawrence Street Community Center to ensure 
adequate parking for 24/7 staff, volunteers and 
special events.

As you review the Financials section of this report, 
you will see how the $8.34 million change in net 
assets allowed us to fund these initiatives but 
most importantly has allowed us to continue to 
share the good news of Jesus with our guests and 
participants making this community, this city and 
this world a little better place for all of us to live.  

At the Mission our mantra during this incredibly 
challenging time, with all that we have faced, has 
been God is in control. I am confident in saying this 
is true for all those who came before us to make 
the Mission the place it has been, and is, these 
past 130 years.  

This Bible verse has been an encouragement to 
me, and I hope it is to you:

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not  
give up. - Galatians 6:9

With Gratitude for 130 years, 

Brad Meuli, President/CEO
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MISSION 
STATEMENT
Denver Rescue Mission is changing lives in the 
name of Christ by meeting people at their 
physical and spiritual points of need with the 
goal of returning them to society as productive, 
self-sufficient citizens. 

Who We Are
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EMERGENCY SERVICES

People experiencing homelessness are invited inside, off the street, where 
their immediate needs are met with meals, 24/7 shelter, lockers, restrooms, 
showers, and laundry facilities. Mission staff develop relationships with 
guests and connect them to resources and services toward long-term 
solutions.   

REHABILITATION

Men facing addiction and homelessness are equipped with skills and 
spiritual support to overcome destructive habits, engage in a healthy 
community, secure full-time employment and permanent housing, and 
begin new lives.

TRANSITIONAL PROGRAMS

Families and individuals experiencing homelessness transition into self-
sufficient lifestyles by developing life skills, saving money and securing 
housing. From a residential program with case management services to 
funding toward long-term housing solutions, our transitional programs 
meet the unique needs of families and seniors. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

People at risk of becoming homeless receive assistance with food, clothing, 
furniture, household items, holiday meals, and referrals to programs and 
services. 

FO
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“I had an addiction and life was pretty hard out there for me. I was 
always looking for a positive—trying to get out of the same old rut. 
I met a family on the streets and they showed me what [the Mission] 
had to offer. We are looking for anything positive in our lives, and 
you give it to us. You go out of your way in so many different areas, 
from clothing to feeding us to giving us spiritual advice. We can’t 
thank you enough for going the extra mile—for giving us a pair of 
shoes. To us, that’s like glass slippers. It means that much.”

“I’ve always been a single mother. I have three children and five 
grandchildren. I had to have a new beginning. I just about lost 
everything—no job, no place of my own. After having a place of 
your own for 22 years, it [was] depressing not to have one. When I 
got to this place, I hadn’t had a place of my own in seven years. The 
Mission stepped in to help me pay the deposit and the first month’s 
rent. I’m loving it. I love the space. I love everything. I am forever 
grateful to Denver Rescue Mission. I am. I am. I am.” 

MICHAEL 
LAWRENCE STREET SHELTER GUEST

TREVIA 
STAR TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM GRADUATE

Impact
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“I started drinking at 14. By the time I was 17, I was physically 
dependent on alcohol. I even resorted to drinking hand sanitizer, 
Listerine and extracts. If it had alcohol in it, I would drink it. I lived in 
public bathrooms, under bridges, on top of roofs. That was probably 
[for] three or four years. I was pretty much what society would call 
a bum. I got locked up, and God totally changed my mind and my 
heart. All of a sudden, I had this huge desire to change my life. I got 
into Harvest Farm, and Jesus continued doing work in me. I’ve built 
a huge community at church. I’m speaking at schools. I’m a customer 
service manager at a greenhouse in Fort Collins. Jesus changed my 
life, but Harvest Farm was the vessel for that change to happen.”

“[The Ministry Outreach Center] has helped me and my family a 
lot, and the people there treat me beautifully, just like people are 
supposed to be treated. When I walk in to get food from there, my 
eyes just light up—there’s just so much stuff. I’ve gotten a lot of 
good things—clothes, boots, shoes, winter stuff, and a lot of love. 
There’s a lot of times [when] you don’t have things or you are in a 
predicament, but with places like this, God makes a way. If I need 
help, this is one place I know I can go. If I saw [the people who 
donate], I would probably just squeeze them so hard because if it 
weren’t for God and weren’t for them, we wouldn’t be provided for 
like we are.”

GRAHAM 
NEW LIFE PROGRAM GRADUATE, HARVEST FARM

MARGARET 
MINISTRY OUTREACH CENTER CLIENT

WHO YOU HELP  
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“I graduated from the New Life Program in 2008. One memory I have from 
that time was when I was telling Chaplain Danny Major about my stories of 
drinking and doing drugs, and he said to me, ‘As a dog returns to his vomit, 
Ed.’ That just stuck so clearly with me because it’s so true. Another was when 
Tom Konstanty came up to me as I was in a smoking area at The Crossing and 
said, ‘A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.’ Those are significant 
for me to remember and not forget. Now, I’ve been employed at Crossroads 
Church doing maintenance for about 10 years. I’m loving life. I live with my 
kids and I take care of my grandkids, which is a huge blessing. About two 
years ago, I got to go down to [Lawrence Street] to serve lunch. It was a 
blast. The [guests] were very kind and very considerate. I have so much to 
give back [and will do] whatever I can do to further somebody’s life along, 
get them out of depression, take that cloud away from them and give them 
hope—I am a hope dealer.”

ED, NEW LIFE PROGRAM GRADUATE

Top: Ed (third from the left) stands with Scott Harris from the Mission’s Board of 
Directors, his mother Dora and his brother Bill at his graduation from the New Life 
Program in 2008.

Bottom: Ed (third from the left) volunteering at the Mission a few years ago with 
members of Crossroads Church.
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“I came to the Mission in 1992 when it turned 
100, so I’ve been here for 30 years. I remember 
on my first day, I was SO excited to come work 
at the Mission and everyone was so kind. I was 
just thrilled that I got to work here and still am. 
I really don’t think it’s a job, I think it’s a calling. 
I have such an immense feeling of gratefulness 
that the Lord allows me to work here. When I 
first started working at the Mission, there was 
a newsletter about a person who was driving 
home from work and they happened to be 
in front of Lawrence Street Shelter and they 
thought, this is where Jesus Christ would be. I 
love when people associate our Jesus saves sign 
downtown with Denver Rescue Mission because 
that’s what it’s all about. It’s this beacon of hope 
in a desolate and hopeless area where people know they’ll be safe and 
we’ll help them. The world will measure your importance by the number of 
people that are serving you, but God is more concerned with the number  
of people that we are serving. And at the Mission, what a privilege it is 
where every day we get to serve.”

LISETTE, LONGEST-SERVING EMPLOYEE

Lisette, our longest-serving 
employee, sits with children 
of employees at a Mission 
event in 1992.

“We’ve been [donors and volunteers] at the Mission for 30-plus years. We 
love supporting the Mission, as they not only help people experiencing 
homelessness with immediate needs, but set them on a path for success 
spiritually, as well as toward gaining their independence. [As parents to 
three sons], we want our kids to have a servant’s heart and recognize the  
joy in giving. Each one of their experiences at the Mission has had an 
extremely positive impact on them as children as well as adults. It brings us 
great joy to [donate and volunteer] and seeing how appreciative and kind 
people are really does warm our hearts. It begs the question, who is really 
helping whom?”

GARY & MARY, LONG-TIME DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS

IMPACT STORIES
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MEALS

NIGHTS OF SHELTER

POUNDS OF CLOTHING

Annual Statistics

815,516

322,027

433,703 



TOTAL UNIQUE PEOPLE SERVED 

AVERAGE STARTING WAGE  
FOR NLP PARTICIPANTS

(up $1 from last year)

PARTICIPANTS ACROSS ALL  
PROGRAMS WHO CREATED A BUDGET

NEW LIFE PROGRAM GRADUATES

FAMILIES IN STAR 
TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM

VEHICLES GIFTED  TO GRADUATES

FAMILIES MOVED INTO HOUSING 

36
FAMILY REFUGEE 

SERVICES 
= 34

134
FAMILY RESCUE 

MINISTRY 

86%
REMAINED IN 
HOUSING FOR 

1 YEAR

8,942

$16.03

208

82

217

110
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VOLUNTEER HOURS 

CHANGE MAKERS 
(Long-term Volunteers)

AVERAGE DONATION SIZE 

DONORS 

60,957 

589
$142.39

76,375 
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SUPPORT & REVENUE
2021 2020

Individuals, Corporations, Foundations and Churches $29,962,633 $22,966,272

Gift-in-Kind (products: food, clothing, etc.) $20,541,698 $14,345,894

Payroll Protection Program income - $ 2,101,500

Total Contributions $50,504,331 $39,413,666

Program Service Contract Revenue $7,980,283 $2,037,599

Other income $116,993 $818,230

Total Contract Revenue & Other Income $8,097,276 $2,855,829

Total Support & Revenue $58,601,607 $42,269,495

EXPENSES
2021 2020

Community Outreach $12,021,598 $10,349,546

Rehabilitation $4,505,504 $3,568,347

Emergency Services $19,890,535 $11,842,812

Transitional $6,478,185 $5,353,354

Total Program Services $42,895,822 $31,114,059

General & Administrative $1,778,538 $1,317,666

Fundraising $5,580,708 $4,950,092

Total Support Activities $7,359,246 $6,267,758

Total Expenses $50,255,068 $37,381,817

Change in Net Assets $8,346,068 $4,887,678

Net Assets, Beginning of Year $41,911,892 $37,024,214

Net Assets, End of Year $50,258,431 $41,911,892

The Better Business Bureau Wise Giving Alliance recommends giving to organizations who spend at least 
65% of their total expenses on program activities. In fiscal year 2020-21, 86% of our expenses were in 
program services.

Download our audited financial statement at DenverRescueMission.org/Financial-Accountability

Your generous support this year allowed the Mission to not only take care of Denver’s most vulnerable 
citizens during the pandemic, but improve our facilities and increase staffing levels as we move forward 
with our new 24/7 shelter initiative. The $8.34 million change in net assets allowed us to fund and 
complete the following projects:
• Full renovation of the Lawrence Street Shelter
• Acquiring the parking lot adjacent to the Lawrence Street Community Center
• Renovation of the entire Tower building at The Crossing due to flooding from a frozen pipe
• Growing our cash reserves in response to increased staffing and operational needs

Financials



15

86% 
Program Services

10% 
Fundraising

4%
General & 
Administrative

OPERATING 
EXPENSES

60% 
Individuals

21% 
Program Services  
Revenue

12%
Corporations, Churches 
& Foundations

5%
Legacy Gifts (Estates)

CASH
REVENUE
(BY SOURCE)

2%
Other Income
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SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

Brad Meuli, President/CEO

Tracy Brooks, Vice President of Emergency Services 

Griff Freyschlag, Vice President of Development 

Josh Geppelt, Vice President of Programs

Sherri Heronema, Vice President of Human Resources

Kevin Mann, Chief Financial Officer

John Morarie, Vice President of Operations

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Don Manuell, Chairman 

Scott Adams, Vice Chairman

Scott Harris, Treasurer

Briana Bailey, Secretary

Tom Athenour

John Munro

Stuart Pattison

Teresa Stewart

Marissa Wood

Leadership
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D
IRECTO

RS O
VER TH

E YEA
RS

JOSHUA GRAVETT

1892 - 1907

U.S. GRANT SENSION 

1951-1958

LEROY BRADERICK 

1967-1987

BRAD MEULI

2001 - Present

STANLEY SKIVINGTON 

1966-1967

DEL MAXFIELD 

1987-2001

JIM GOODHEART

1909 - 1930

TRUMAN THOMPSON 

1958-1966

* See www.DenverRescueMission.org/HistoricalTimeline for more info



18

By Sadie Gurman The Denver Post

Aman accused in the slaying of his wife
told 911 dispatchers to send police to her
southwest Denver home Sunday morning
because he thought he killed her during a
fight, according to court documents re-
leasedWednesday.
Christopher Alex Perea, 41, is being held

in the Denver jail on suspicion of first-de-
greemurder in the death of his wife, Loretta
Barela, 44. Police discovered Barela’s body
inside her home in the 1500 block of South
Carlan Court about 8:15 a.m. Sunday, only
after Perea himself called 911 and said he
thought he’d killed her, according to a prob-
able-cause statement supporting his arrest.
Police internal affairs officers are inves-

tigating a nearly 6½-hour delay between
Perea’s 911 call and that of a neighbor who
told dispatchers she could see aman hitting
and dragging Barela into her house. The
neighbor called 911 first at 2 a.m. Sunday
and again 40 minutes later. She said offi-
cers arrived about 3:10 a.m. and peered into
the house with a flashlight before they left.
When Perea called 911 at 8:16 a.m., call-

takers told him to start CPR on Barela, but
he said “that the body is cold, and her jaw
is stiff,” the probable cause statement says.
The Denver medical examiner’s office is
awaiting the results of toxicology tests.
Police officials onWednesday would not

comment further on the status of the inter-
nal investigation. A dispatcher involved in
the call has been put on paid leave while
Denver 911 conducts its own investigation.
Critical of the response, Barela’s family
said they plan to picket outside the District
4 station on Friday morning. They have
started a fund— the Loretta Rosa Dona-
tion Account No. 2504413036 through
Wells Fargo bank— to benefit her five
children and help with funeral costs.

DENVER&THEWEST

Share your news tips 303-954-1201

ByDavid Olinger The Denver Post

adams county»AssessorGil Reyes,
proclaiming his innocence, will face a
jury of his peers in an Adams County
courthouse.
ThatmuchwasestablishedWednesday.
What remains unclear iswho the judge

will be — Judge Robert Doyle immedi-
ately recused himself because he knows
Reyes — and what will be involved in
seating a jury, given that the charges
stem from accusations Reyes cheated
taxpayers by cutting property values for
his leading campaign contributor, aCali-
fornia-based warehouse owner.
A tentative date for a jury trial was set

to begin April 15. The jury will be asked

to weigh nine misdemeanor counts al-
leging officialmisconduct, related to the
valuesReyes set onMajestic RealtyCo.’s
warehouses in Aurora. Each charge car-
ries a maximum penalty of one year in
jail and a $1,000 fine. Cumulatively, the
maximum penalty on all charges would
be nine years and $9,000.
Reyes, a Democrat who was re-elected

to a four-year term in 2010, has pleaded
guilty to amisdemeanorchargeof accept-
inggifts fromavicepresident atMajestic.
Healso accepted the conclusionof a state
investigation that added $19million to the
taxablevaluesofhis county’swarehouses.
The investigation of Reyes, conducted

jointly by the Adams County district at-
torney’s office, the FBI and the U.S. At-

torney’s Office, began after The Denver
Post reported in November 2010 that
Reyes had personally slashed the taxable
values of warehouses owned by Califor-
nia-basedMajestic RealtyCo. by $23mil-
lion, saving the company more than
$800,000 that year alone.
No criminal charges have been filed

against Majestic or its executives. On
Wednesday, Reyes pleaded not guilty.
“He is innocent of any criminalwrong-

doing and refuses to engage in any plea
bargaining,” Reyes’ attorney, Daniel
Recht, told The Post in an e-mail.

David Olinger: 303-954-1498,
dolinger@denverpost.com or
twitter.com/dolingerdp

By Kirk Mitchell The Denver Post

A 74-year-old man has been cited with two
misdemeanor traffic charges in the deaths
of two road workers Tuesday at the inter-
section of C-470 and Broadway in High-
lands Ranch.
Thomas Garrity of Bellevue, Neb., has

been cited for careless driving causing
death, said Trooper Nate Reid of the Colo-
rado State Patrol.
Reid said CSP investigators will inspect

the 2007 Subaru Tribeca that Garrity was
driving at the time of the accident to deter-
mine if there was a mechanical failure such
as faulty brakes. He said such inspections
are always done after fatal car accidents.
Joseph Schwartz, 47, of Morrison and

Jesus Villalobos, 27, of Brighton died at the
scene of the 11:55 a.m. crash.
Garrity was driving west on C-470 when

he exited at Broadway and lost control,
Reid said.
The Subaru ran about 50 feet up a grass

embankment before quickly running back
down the hill and hitting the twomen, who
were near the road at the edge of the hill.
The Subaru then hit a Honda Pilot that

was heading north on Broadway.
Garrity and his 72-year-old female pas-

senger were taken to Littleton Adventist
Hospital to be treated for minor to moder-
ate injuries. The driver of the Honda, a
39-year-old Highlands Ranch woman, was
not injured.
Schwartz and Villalobos were part of a

ConcreteWorks of Colorado crew doing
work on the C-470 bridge spanning Broad-
way. Tuesday was the first time Concrete
Works employees died in a traffic crash.

Christopher
Alex Perea

By Ryan Parker The Denver Post

A
t the apex of his criminal career, Anthony Sanchez was known as the “Bicycle Bandit,” rob-
bing 21 banks in California and Colorado over the span of a year and a half.
Almost 60 years old, Sanchez has lived most of his life behind bars in some of the most notorious
prisons in the country, including Folsom, San Quentin and, most recently, Colorado’s Supermax

Jury trial in April
for Adams assessor

B B B

Twoworkers were hit and killed in an
accident Tuesday at the Broadway exit
fromC-470. John Leyba, The Denver Post

HUSBAND TOLD 911 HE
MIGHT HAVE KILLEDWIFE

NEB. MAN, 74, CITED
FOR CARELESS DRIVING IN
CRASH THAT KILLED TWO

Florence ADX, where he spent 10 years in solitary confinement.

Ex-prisoner relishes his seat at the Thanksgiving table

“There is no knowing
a person’s heart”

Once amanwilling and ready to kill over amatter of
prisoners’ definition of respect, Sanchez said he now
understands what that wordmeans as he attempts to
live as a free man and among his family as they pre-
pare for their first true Thanksgiving together with
him.
“I am truly blessed they will even talk to me,” San-

chez said.
Sanchez is in the Denver Rescue Mission’s STAR

Transitional Program, living at The Crossing shelter.
He has been free for about a year.
Themain components of Sanchez’s supervised pro-

gram focus on living in contemporary society and im-
proving his education in order to gain employment
and become a productive and self-sufficientmember
of society.
Larry Chatman, Sanchez’s case manager, said the

man who once spent 10 years in the hole, has made
tremendous strides to better himself and complete
the six-month programwith flying colors.
“There is no knowing a person’s heart,” Chatman

said. “Everyone deserves a chance, and they have to

grab itwhen offered becausewho knows if itwill ever
be there again.”
Sanchez shares his story of drugs, crime, prison and

redemption with others during speaking engage-
ments for the mission, he said.
“A lot of them can’t believe it,” Sanchez said. “Some

thank me for sharing, some shake my hand.”
A criminal since the age of 17, Sanchez said he be-

lieved he would die encased in a small concrete cell,
alone. Holidays were a bitter reminder of what could
have been, if only he had chosen love and goodness
over pure selfishness and despair, he said.
“Youwant it to get overwith,” Sanchez said of a hol-

iday in prison. “Just get it done.”
The fact that the food in prison tends to be better on

a holiday served as a stark reminder of howmeaning-
less the days are to a convict, he said.
“It exists only because they bring it into your

world,” Sanchez said.
But now is different.
“I never thought hewould be inmy home, let alone

SANCHEZ» 18A

Gil Reyes already
has pleaded guilty
to a misdemeanor
charge of accepting
gifts from aMajes-
tic vice president.

Tony Sanchez, 59, and his sisterMargieMurrietta, 68, find a moment to hug while he helps clean her room at Columbine Towers, a
retirement home she is moving into. Murrietta's 11-year-old granddaughter, AmandaMaxwell, looks on. Amanda is the daughter
of TeresaMaxwell, who is Sanchez’s niece and who is having him over for Thanksgiving. Hyoung Chang, The Denver Post

Loretta
Barella

6 the denver post B denverpost.com B thursday, november 22, 2012 NEWS «17A
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By Sadie Gurman The Denver Post

Aman accused in the slaying of his wife
told 911 dispatchers to send police to her
southwest Denver home Sunday morning
because he thought he killed her during a
fight, according to court documents re-
leasedWednesday.
Christopher Alex Perea, 41, is being held

in the Denver jail on suspicion of first-de-
greemurder in the death of his wife, Loretta
Barela, 44. Police discovered Barela’s body
inside her home in the 1500 block of South
Carlan Court about 8:15 a.m. Sunday, only
after Perea himself called 911 and said he
thought he’d killed her, according to a prob-
able-cause statement supporting his arrest.
Police internal affairs officers are inves-

tigating a nearly 6½-hour delay between
Perea’s 911 call and that of a neighbor who
told dispatchers she could see aman hitting
and dragging Barela into her house. The
neighbor called 911 first at 2 a.m. Sunday
and again 40 minutes later. She said offi-
cers arrived about 3:10 a.m. and peered into
the house with a flashlight before they left.
When Perea called 911 at 8:16 a.m., call-

takers told him to start CPR on Barela, but
he said “that the body is cold, and her jaw
is stiff,” the probable cause statement says.
The Denver medical examiner’s office is
awaiting the results of toxicology tests.
Police officials onWednesday would not

comment further on the status of the inter-
nal investigation. A dispatcher involved in
the call has been put on paid leave while
Denver 911 conducts its own investigation.
Critical of the response, Barela’s family
said they plan to picket outside the District
4 station on Friday morning. They have
started a fund— the Loretta Rosa Dona-
tion Account No. 2504413036 through
Wells Fargo bank— to benefit her five
children and help with funeral costs.

DENVER&THEWEST

Share your news tips 303-954-1201

ByDavid Olinger The Denver Post

adams county»AssessorGil Reyes,
proclaiming his innocence, will face a
jury of his peers in an Adams County
courthouse.
ThatmuchwasestablishedWednesday.
What remains unclear iswho the judge

will be — Judge Robert Doyle immedi-
ately recused himself because he knows
Reyes — and what will be involved in
seating a jury, given that the charges
stem from accusations Reyes cheated
taxpayers by cutting property values for
his leading campaign contributor, aCali-
fornia-based warehouse owner.
A tentative date for a jury trial was set

to begin April 15. The jury will be asked

to weigh nine misdemeanor counts al-
leging officialmisconduct, related to the
valuesReyes set onMajestic RealtyCo.’s
warehouses in Aurora. Each charge car-
ries a maximum penalty of one year in
jail and a $1,000 fine. Cumulatively, the
maximum penalty on all charges would
be nine years and $9,000.
Reyes, a Democrat who was re-elected

to a four-year term in 2010, has pleaded
guilty to amisdemeanorchargeof accept-
inggifts fromavicepresident atMajestic.
Healso accepted the conclusionof a state
investigation that added $19million to the
taxablevaluesofhis county’swarehouses.
The investigation of Reyes, conducted

jointly by the Adams County district at-
torney’s office, the FBI and the U.S. At-

torney’s Office, began after The Denver
Post reported in November 2010 that
Reyes had personally slashed the taxable
values of warehouses owned by Califor-
nia-basedMajestic RealtyCo. by $23mil-
lion, saving the company more than
$800,000 that year alone.
No criminal charges have been filed

against Majestic or its executives. On
Wednesday, Reyes pleaded not guilty.
“He is innocent of any criminalwrong-

doing and refuses to engage in any plea
bargaining,” Reyes’ attorney, Daniel
Recht, told The Post in an e-mail.

David Olinger: 303-954-1498,
dolinger@denverpost.com or
twitter.com/dolingerdp

By Kirk Mitchell The Denver Post

A 74-year-old man has been cited with two
misdemeanor traffic charges in the deaths
of two road workers Tuesday at the inter-
section of C-470 and Broadway in High-
lands Ranch.
Thomas Garrity of Bellevue, Neb., has

been cited for careless driving causing
death, said Trooper Nate Reid of the Colo-
rado State Patrol.
Reid said CSP investigators will inspect

the 2007 Subaru Tribeca that Garrity was
driving at the time of the accident to deter-
mine if there was a mechanical failure such
as faulty brakes. He said such inspections
are always done after fatal car accidents.
Joseph Schwartz, 47, of Morrison and

Jesus Villalobos, 27, of Brighton died at the
scene of the 11:55 a.m. crash.
Garrity was driving west on C-470 when

he exited at Broadway and lost control,
Reid said.
The Subaru ran about 50 feet up a grass

embankment before quickly running back
down the hill and hitting the twomen, who
were near the road at the edge of the hill.
The Subaru then hit a Honda Pilot that

was heading north on Broadway.
Garrity and his 72-year-old female pas-

senger were taken to Littleton Adventist
Hospital to be treated for minor to moder-
ate injuries. The driver of the Honda, a
39-year-old Highlands Ranch woman, was
not injured.
Schwartz and Villalobos were part of a

ConcreteWorks of Colorado crew doing
work on the C-470 bridge spanning Broad-
way. Tuesday was the first time Concrete
Works employees died in a traffic crash.

Christopher
Alex Perea

By Ryan Parker The Denver Post

A
t the apex of his criminal career, Anthony Sanchez was known as the “Bicycle Bandit,” rob-
bing 21 banks in California and Colorado over the span of a year and a half.
Almost 60 years old, Sanchez has lived most of his life behind bars in some of the most notorious
prisons in the country, including Folsom, San Quentin and, most recently, Colorado’s Supermax

Jury trial in April
for Adams assessor
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Twoworkers were hit and killed in an
accident Tuesday at the Broadway exit
fromC-470. John Leyba, The Denver Post

HUSBAND TOLD 911 HE
MIGHT HAVE KILLEDWIFE

NEB. MAN, 74, CITED
FOR CARELESS DRIVING IN
CRASH THAT KILLED TWO

Florence ADX, where he spent 10 years in solitary confinement.

Ex-prisoner relishes his seat at the Thanksgiving table

“There is no knowing
a person’s heart”

Once amanwilling and ready to kill over amatter of
prisoners’ definition of respect, Sanchez said he now
understands what that wordmeans as he attempts to
live as a free man and among his family as they pre-
pare for their first true Thanksgiving together with
him.
“I am truly blessed they will even talk to me,” San-

chez said.
Sanchez is in the Denver Rescue Mission’s STAR

Transitional Program, living at The Crossing shelter.
He has been free for about a year.
Themain components of Sanchez’s supervised pro-

gram focus on living in contemporary society and im-
proving his education in order to gain employment
and become a productive and self-sufficientmember
of society.
Larry Chatman, Sanchez’s case manager, said the

man who once spent 10 years in the hole, has made
tremendous strides to better himself and complete
the six-month programwith flying colors.
“There is no knowing a person’s heart,” Chatman

said. “Everyone deserves a chance, and they have to

grab itwhen offered becausewho knows if itwill ever
be there again.”
Sanchez shares his story of drugs, crime, prison and

redemption with others during speaking engage-
ments for the mission, he said.
“A lot of them can’t believe it,” Sanchez said. “Some

thank me for sharing, some shake my hand.”
A criminal since the age of 17, Sanchez said he be-

lieved he would die encased in a small concrete cell,
alone. Holidays were a bitter reminder of what could
have been, if only he had chosen love and goodness
over pure selfishness and despair, he said.
“Youwant it to get overwith,” Sanchez said of a hol-

iday in prison. “Just get it done.”
The fact that the food in prison tends to be better on

a holiday served as a stark reminder of howmeaning-
less the days are to a convict, he said.
“It exists only because they bring it into your

world,” Sanchez said.
But now is different.
“I never thought hewould be inmy home, let alone

SANCHEZ»18A

Gil Reyes already
has pleaded guilty
to a misdemeanor
charge of accepting
gifts from aMajes-
tic vice president.

Tony Sanchez, 59, and his sisterMargieMurrietta, 68, find a moment to hug while he helps clean her room at Columbine Towers, a
retirement home she is moving into. Murrietta's 11-year-old granddaughter, AmandaMaxwell, looks on. Amanda is the daughter
of TeresaMaxwell, who is Sanchez’s niece and who is having him over for Thanksgiving. Hyoung Chang, The Denver Post
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By Sadie Gurman The Denver Post

Aman accused in the slaying of his wife
told 911 dispatchers to send police to her
southwest Denver home Sunday morning
because he thought he killed her during a
fight, according to court documents re-
leasedWednesday.
Christopher Alex Perea, 41, is being held

in the Denver jail on suspicion of first-de-
greemurder in the death of his wife, Loretta
Barela, 44. Police discovered Barela’s body
inside her home in the 1500 block of South
Carlan Court about 8:15 a.m. Sunday, only
after Perea himself called 911 and said he
thought he’d killed her, according to a prob-
able-cause statement supporting his arrest.
Police internal affairs officers are inves-

tigating a nearly 6½-hour delay between
Perea’s 911 call and that of a neighbor who
told dispatchers she could see aman hitting
and dragging Barela into her house. The
neighbor called 911 first at 2 a.m. Sunday
and again 40 minutes later. She said offi-
cers arrived about 3:10 a.m. and peered into
the house with a flashlight before they left.
When Perea called 911 at 8:16 a.m., call-

takers told him to start CPR on Barela, but
he said “that the body is cold, and her jaw
is stiff,” the probable cause statement says.
The Denver medical examiner’s office is
awaiting the results of toxicology tests.
Police officials onWednesday would not

comment further on the status of the inter-
nal investigation. A dispatcher involved in
the call has been put on paid leave while
Denver 911 conducts its own investigation.
Critical of the response, Barela’s family
said they plan to picket outside the District
4 station on Friday morning. They have
started a fund— the Loretta Rosa Dona-
tion Account No. 2504413036 through
Wells Fargo bank— to benefit her five
children and help with funeral costs.
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ByDavid Olinger The Denver Post

adams county»AssessorGil Reyes,
proclaiming his innocence, will face a
jury of his peers in an Adams County
courthouse.
ThatmuchwasestablishedWednesday.
What remains unclear iswho the judge

will be — Judge Robert Doyle immedi-
ately recused himself because he knows
Reyes — and what will be involved in
seating a jury, given that the charges
stem from accusations Reyes cheated
taxpayers by cutting property values for
his leading campaign contributor, aCali-
fornia-based warehouse owner.
A tentative date for a jury trial was set

to begin April 15. The jury will be asked

to weigh nine misdemeanor counts al-
leging officialmisconduct, related to the
valuesReyes set onMajestic RealtyCo.’s
warehouses in Aurora. Each charge car-
ries a maximum penalty of one year in
jail and a $1,000 fine. Cumulatively, the
maximum penalty on all charges would
be nine years and $9,000.
Reyes, a Democrat who was re-elected

to a four-year term in 2010, has pleaded
guilty to amisdemeanorchargeof accept-
inggifts fromavicepresident atMajestic.
Healso accepted the conclusionof a state
investigation that added $19million to the
taxablevaluesofhis county’swarehouses.
The investigation of Reyes, conducted

jointly by the Adams County district at-
torney’s office, the FBI and the U.S. At-

torney’s Office, began after The Denver
Post reported in November 2010 that
Reyes had personally slashed the taxable
values of warehouses owned by Califor-
nia-basedMajestic RealtyCo. by $23mil-
lion, saving the company more than
$800,000 that year alone.
No criminal charges have been filed

against Majestic or its executives. On
Wednesday, Reyes pleaded not guilty.
“He is innocent of any criminalwrong-

doing and refuses to engage in any plea
bargaining,” Reyes’ attorney, Daniel
Recht, told The Post in an e-mail.

David Olinger: 303-954-1498,
dolinger@denverpost.com or
twitter.com/dolingerdp

By Kirk Mitchell The Denver Post

A 74-year-old man has been cited with two
misdemeanor traffic charges in the deaths
of two road workers Tuesday at the inter-
section of C-470 and Broadway in High-
lands Ranch.
Thomas Garrity of Bellevue, Neb., has

been cited for careless driving causing
death, said Trooper Nate Reid of the Colo-
rado State Patrol.
Reid said CSP investigators will inspect

the 2007 Subaru Tribeca that Garrity was
driving at the time of the accident to deter-
mine if there was a mechanical failure such
as faulty brakes. He said such inspections
are always done after fatal car accidents.
Joseph Schwartz, 47, of Morrison and

Jesus Villalobos, 27, of Brighton died at the
scene of the 11:55 a.m. crash.
Garrity was driving west on C-470 when

he exited at Broadway and lost control,
Reid said.
The Subaru ran about 50 feet up a grass

embankment before quickly running back
down the hill and hitting the twomen, who
were near the road at the edge of the hill.
The Subaru then hit a Honda Pilot that

was heading north on Broadway.
Garrity and his 72-year-old female pas-

senger were taken to Littleton Adventist
Hospital to be treated for minor to moder-
ate injuries. The driver of the Honda, a
39-year-old Highlands Ranch woman, was
not injured.
Schwartz and Villalobos were part of a

ConcreteWorks of Colorado crew doing
work on the C-470 bridge spanning Broad-
way. Tuesday was the first time Concrete
Works employees died in a traffic crash.
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t the apex of his criminal career, Anthony Sanchez was known as the “Bicycle Bandit,” rob-
bing 21 banks in California and Colorado over the span of a year and a half.
Almost 60 years old, Sanchez has lived most of his life behind bars in some of the most notorious
prisons in the country, including Folsom, San Quentin and, most recently, Colorado’s Supermax
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“There is no knowing
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Once amanwilling and ready to kill over amatter of
prisoners’ definition of respect, Sanchez said he now
understands what that wordmeans as he attempts to
live as a free man and among his family as they pre-
pare for their first true Thanksgiving together with
him.
“I am truly blessed they will even talk to me,” San-

chez said.
Sanchez is in the Denver Rescue Mission’s STAR

Transitional Program, living at The Crossing shelter.
He has been free for about a year.
Themain components of Sanchez’s supervised pro-

gram focus on living in contemporary society and im-
proving his education in order to gain employment
and become a productive and self-sufficientmember
of society.
Larry Chatman, Sanchez’s case manager, said the

man who once spent 10 years in the hole, has made
tremendous strides to better himself and complete
the six-month programwith flying colors.
“There is no knowing a person’s heart,” Chatman

said. “Everyone deserves a chance, and they have to

grab itwhen offered becausewho knows if itwill ever
be there again.”
Sanchez shares his story of drugs, crime, prison and

redemption with others during speaking engage-
ments for the mission, he said.
“A lot of them can’t believe it,” Sanchez said. “Some

thank me for sharing, some shake my hand.”
A criminal since the age of 17, Sanchez said he be-

lieved he would die encased in a small concrete cell,
alone. Holidays were a bitter reminder of what could
have been, if only he had chosen love and goodness
over pure selfishness and despair, he said.
“Youwant it to get overwith,” Sanchez said of a hol-

iday in prison. “Just get it done.”
The fact that the food in prison tends to be better on
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less the days are to a convict, he said.
“It exists only because they bring it into your
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Aman accused in the slaying of his wife
told 911 dispatchers to send police to her
southwest Denver home Sunday morning
because he thought he killed her during a
fight, according to court documents re-
leasedWednesday.
Christopher Alex Perea, 41, is being held

in the Denver jail on suspicion of first-de-
greemurder in the death of his wife, Loretta
Barela, 44. Police discovered Barela’s body
inside her home in the 1500 block of South
Carlan Court about 8:15 a.m. Sunday, only
after Perea himself called 911 and said he
thought he’d killed her, according to a prob-
able-cause statement supporting his arrest.
Police internal affairs officers are inves-

tigating a nearly 6½-hour delay between
Perea’s 911 call and that of a neighbor who
told dispatchers she could see aman hitting
and dragging Barela into her house. The
neighbor called 911 first at 2 a.m. Sunday
and again 40 minutes later. She said offi-
cers arrived about 3:10 a.m. and peered into
the house with a flashlight before they left.
When Perea called 911 at 8:16 a.m., call-

takers told him to start CPR on Barela, but
he said “that the body is cold, and her jaw
is stiff,” the probable cause statement says.
The Denver medical examiner’s office is
awaiting the results of toxicology tests.
Police officials onWednesday would not

comment further on the status of the inter-
nal investigation. A dispatcher involved in
the call has been put on paid leave while
Denver 911 conducts its own investigation.
Critical of the response, Barela’s family
said they plan to picket outside the District
4 station on Friday morning. They have
started a fund— the Loretta Rosa Dona-
tion Account No. 2504413036 through
Wells Fargo bank— to benefit her five
children and help with funeral costs.
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ately recused himself because he knows
Reyes — and what will be involved in
seating a jury, given that the charges
stem from accusations Reyes cheated
taxpayers by cutting property values for
his leading campaign contributor, aCali-
fornia-based warehouse owner.
A tentative date for a jury trial was set

to begin April 15. The jury will be asked

to weigh nine misdemeanor counts al-
leging officialmisconduct, related to the
valuesReyes set onMajestic RealtyCo.’s
warehouses in Aurora. Each charge car-
ries a maximum penalty of one year in
jail and a $1,000 fine. Cumulatively, the
maximum penalty on all charges would
be nine years and $9,000.
Reyes, a Democrat who was re-elected

to a four-year term in 2010, has pleaded
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Healso accepted the conclusionof a state
investigation that added $19million to the
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$800,000 that year alone.
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alone. Holidays were a bitter reminder of what could
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over pure selfishness and despair, he said.
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WALKING IN FAITH SINCE 1892 
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

- Romans 12:9-13
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